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results sardonically described by the would-be
author, who states that the entire takings of his
pen were six pounds, and five of them for a medi-
cal advertisement! He was a very shabby genteel
figure during these years; which nevertheless
meant fruitful growth, enlarging experience. He
appeared now and then in minor publications and
produced his first piece of fiction, concerning
which Shaw remarks that the edition, having no
sale, had been stored away and partially eaten by
mice; " but even they have been unable to finish
it."

He was in the way of meeting persons of in-
tellectual and esthetic tastes and accomplish-
ments ; he lectured briefly for the Edison Tele-
phone Company, assimiliated Spencer, Darwin,
and Huxley, joined the Zeletical Society, an or-
ganization whose chief business in the eighteen-
eighties was to attack the Christian doctrines;
frequented all sorts of radical hole-and-corner
meetings, where his own sort naturally foregath-
ered; and was always by report a shabby,
piquant, arresting figure, eagerly earnest to dis-
cuss the universe, and gradually training himself
by these practices to be one of the most effectiveand for nine
